
iONGS C A P L E was given its name to distinguish it from the other two 
Capks, How Capk aid Caplefbre (B«>ckhamptoo) which both belonged to 
die Cnot t of the Cadiednd of Hereibrd «ifae thne of the Nonnu 
n d were both occupied by English people. 

At dMt time die iiriMhfcanH of Kings Ofto w o e Welsh spoking people 
becaiM Miacmed part of die Wdsh land of Eigyiv whkdi dio Eoglish c a ^ 
AidHdildd. TogjedMr widi die rest of Atcbenfleld, die people kept their 
own laws and custooa bi« owtd aBegianoe diracdy to EngliA Idngs. For 
dMt NMO it waa odMKiaiiOqrie. 
The cfaurchyard occupies part of what was booe die bailey of a Norman 
casde idioae motie. loMwn as Capfe TUqi, stands acrass die l o ^ The 
itwd waa part of a Rooanraad knovm until ddsoentay as 

The oldest parts of die pnaeat ctodi are die nave and dw dnmcel arch 
which were built tai die 13d) ccntmy. The tower waa added eariy hi die 14th 
cestui and llie cfaaocd was nbuib bter m die same centny «4ien die top 
stage of the tower was added. The last additions were the porch and the 
Lady chapel m about 1400. 

ThesbcwmdowsmdiesoudisideofdiechiBdiarealldifierefli The high 
window in the nave above die tomb recess is the oldest and dates from die 
mid to late 13di caitury. It has two trefbiled lights wtdi a quabefoil m die 
spandrel. 
The tomb recess contains a coffin sbb widi tqiering sides, said to be late 
IStfa ceotuiy but difficult to date as it b uocarved and perfect^ plam. 
Before the Lady chapel was built, the ahar for the service of Our Lady stood 
to the aoidfa of the chancel arch lit by die long 14d) centuiy vdndow, die 
head (tf wiiidi carries vp above die level of die eaves and a set hi a gable. 
The quatre&il pischia can be seen m the sill of this wuidow. To its right u 
die nowdooriess aumbry - dw cupboard wfaete the chalice and die holy oils 
used ftrbaptism. coofirmation and for anointhig t ^ 

The Lady Chapel and Soudi pordi were bodi buih m die hrte 14di or early 
15th century. BodiJuvestmevauIdngviridi ridge and diag(»al ribs meetmg 
at a central panel fiOedwtti a rose. 
hi the Lady Chapel the dtsgonal ribs spring from moulded coibeb one of 
whidi Is carved with a head, now badly worn. The ridge ribs qxing from 
die bosses whidi are also carved widi heads. A kmg and bishop on die East 
wall; a man on die Nordi wall; and on the West waU and over (he SoiA arch 
art two pagan surrounded with leaves. These are an interesting reminder 
diat die pagan Celtic deities were fv from forgotten when die Lady Chapel 
wasbuiL 

The projecting serai-ocUigonal piscina can be seen in the corner of die diqiel 

nearest to die pulpit Hie ahar foraierly stood to its left, b die North wall 
o f die chapel the extensively restored window of four cniquefoiled lights 
carries at die top some o f die original medieval glass. This shows Christ's 

i bead crowned widi diofns and some fragments from die origmal bolder o f 
goidencrowns. Tlie kte Victorian glass below was made by John Hardman 
St Co. o f Bhrnin^ianL 

I The tan po^iit and sounding board are Jacobean. The pews were msialled m 
i l ^ S - A t diat time diere was no vestiy and diere were 17 seats on die north 

side ofdxaisk which was die women's side. The men all sat on die soudi 
; side and m die Lady chqieL The six seats nearest to die back of die noidi 

side and die two reamioat seat on die men's side were for OK/ 
I ianKam\n unusual custom was reservation of die sixdi seat on dw m»di 

Me kr'mens dau^Uen<fbttterraik that are HHiminyed 
\e Gallery was put iqi in die eariy 18di centuiy. In die I850's die first 

organ was housed m die Oalleiy. 
A fine Benefoctions board on die west wall of die cfaurdi can only be seen 
from die Gallery. The board was put up in 1796 and shows diat Kings 
Capie was fortunate in havhig s n charities for die Poor and for die repair o f 

! die chnch. It also lists a most unusual charity caUed Cake Money: 
CakeMcney 'LadySkldmcnpakifyUrliobbaonofBayshmSs lOdyetrfy. 
Socalkd Thomas LiKm paid by JohfSitmtercfSeaieklOd' 
The people named were die owners and tenants of die hnd from whidi die 
total of6s8d was paid. 
Cake Money originated m 1484 under die wiU o f Thomas More, a vicar of 
Selladc and Kings Caple who died on or widdn a day or two o f Pafan 
Sundayl4i4. Rbwiflsays: 
7 wtf/(to iTMtf M / « f e to tfo fa<M < (̂Ir &/6e i i t f t n t ^ 

I the tffbnaakldmdmfirate good cf my sold'. 
'\e cfantdieabein»Seyack.Khigs Caple and Uendand. 

The nniiiBe custom of l>AX cakes to aU die pef^ptem die Gongtegadons o f 
\f 
I Neigfabouriiood'iaatfileoMtaNd. 

I As you leave die choRli diaq|# die stone vndted pordi you can see the 
small nkiie over die ardi widdi wouU fonnai^ have housed a stone figu^ 
periiapa o f die pairaa saint-i t John die Bapibt The traoeried spandrels 
widim die aqdare he«l enploaiic die ardi oadhdB two dnekb, now U a ^ 
Hie Tower was boOt hi die car|y I4di oentmy widi die top s ( » and 
embatded paniiet added in die hrte 14di centniy. Tfe octipffd 1 ^ 

I rolb at die angles b of dw sane date or digbtly liter. Sfewtthn a 
siring<om wilb bdl flower fltaameat betw«en fbe i 0 G 9 i i 4 a i d ^ l ^ 
and a projecfhit band wJdi eotbeb bekw die beU M b e r « ^ 
houses she belb, die oldest dMed 1C32. 



The tiiree octagnaul steps and Ifae square base of the Chutthyard Cross can be seen 
to Ac east of dw path. The head of dK cross was smashed by a tiitOing ilree du^ 
gale in 1947. T k war manorial was rekicated in 200S and ocaq̂ ies the space 
where diis large tree once stood. It was one ofthe very few imaining cross heads 
of its type, bmmg a gabled Itead widi a carving of Christ on the Ciross on oiae side 
and dw se«led %ure of die VirgiB and Child on the odwr. 

It has always been known in iCings Capie as die Phgoe Cross and die reason for 
diis became MppmM soae 30 odd years ago when woric on die path cut through 
die edge of a Plagne Pit near die Cross. At least 25 people and probably many 
more had been boried. During die Ph ôe years of ehe I7lh ceaotuiy Kings Caple 
had been usiaffiscted with no more than average number of deaths recotxled in the 
Re^ster. Tbe F h ^ Pit pobabb̂  contams dw victhm o f die Blad^ 
I34t. The Ctm vm aheady standing before that catasbcopbi and probably 
became known«» tibe Plague Cnsss jflKMB that ttrae. 

There was It stoocsandiai OB top of the waUfiaHng die road (stolen in 1996). The 
nwunting block 0!utside die churchyard gates was put diere in 1784. 

We hope you have enjoyed your visit. 


